Nebraska Public Library Commission

Lincoln,Sept. 1902,

To the librarians of our traveling libraries:-
The condition of several

traveling libraries that have recently come in rakes 1t advisahle
0 emphasize the necessity for preater care on the part of librar-
ians and borrowers, Clean paper covers must be put on the books
when you receive them,and fresh onen vwut on as they are needed. If
horrowers return hooks looking as if they had heen tlirown in the
atreet ,or exposed during the rainy season,or handled by people who
do not wash their hands,collect fines,or write for the price of the
hook 8o that the offender may buy a new copy for the library. Ask
the teachers to tell the boys and girls how to take care of books.
Hereafter,a book that is abused will have a s8lip inserted telling
the nawe of the nlace where it wasg mistreated.

I wish to esrecially commend +he care taken of the libraries
that lave just returned fron Osceola,Harvard,Valley,Alexandria and
Culhertson. Libhrarisns and patrons at those places have shown that
tuey value books and kncw how t0 use them,

Vueh depends on the packing. Wrap the books carefully and fill
the boxes full of c¢lean packing material. Some of the boxes look
as if sweepings had bheen emptied into them,

Trhe use of the library depends greatly uron the personality of
the librarian. The modern library spirit requires that a librarian
must be more than an indifferent machine,automatically handing out
books. The librarian who fails to0 get the right hook to the right .
borrower falls short of the highest measure of usefulness., If you
find,in the library sent you,a book *that may be of interest to a
rarticular person,call his attention to it., Some books are in the
traveling libraries for people to read,and others are intended to
be used as tools. The progress of cifilization depends to a conoid-

erahle extent,on the intelligent use of books as tools., It is not



to0 he expected that anycne will want to read Haynard's lanual of

Yorth Americar hut+erflies,but someone in vour community is inter-
eated in nature and can use this book as a tocl to help him identify
the Putterflies of your neighbhorhood. Shaler's American highways
will not have any readers,but you may know someone who can be led
0 take an inserest in +he nmovement for good roads and can help
vour neighbhorhood by retting that book into the haends of the right
person. Wherever the traveling libraries have pgone,I have made spec-
il effort +o intereat the teachers,but I regret to say that they
have,as a rule,proven indifferent . The young people should be taught
how to use books to obtain information -- they need little instruc-
tion as to using books for entertainment. If a t.raveling library
vrings to a village a book on the gommercial geography of the United
States,ask the teacher if she cannot use it as a help in geograpay.
If it is too advanced in literary style to suit the comprehension

of her punils,suggest that she wmay find it very helpful if used in
the schoolroom under her direction, In one of our libraries there

is a reautiful book on the children of many lands. It was not used
at all where it should have been a splendid supplement to the lim-
ited resources of the school libhrary. A wide awake teacher can use
alrmo’t any book as a help, If your teachers are not wide awake,can
you not ,by the exercise of intelligent %act ,help them to realize
that they are neglecting to teach the children t0o use every oppor-
tunity for advancement?

I am always glad to receive suggestions from the librarians,
and hope you will write as often and as freely as time and ineclin-
ation permit. Be assured that the Commission appreciates every
effort you may make +o secure the greatest possible use of the
books with the best possible care,

Sincerely,

Edna D, Bullock,Sec'y.
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