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Periodicals for reference work in swmall libhraries

¥othing can equal the bound volumes of the standard magazines for
usefulness in reference work in small libraries, The sialler the library,
the more useful the periodicals;provided the library also contains Poole's
and other periodical indexes whieh render itlie contents of the naganines
available, A library of 10C0 volumes,30C of which are the volumes of the
10 hesat reference veriodicals for the last 15 vears, bound and accormpanied
by the necessary indexes ray he rade to mean ruch more to a torn than a
large collection of fiction with a few histories and an encyclopaedia.

To buyv these volumes already hound would cost at least $600-hut they
would re worth all they cost, The indexes necessarjrould cost from #1% t0
%22 down to the end of 1904, X¥o Nehraska library,hovever snall,need be
without its hound magarzines for reference if librariansg and trustees make
a dilligent canvas for the numbers necessary 40 make the volumes., lany
a Yehraska attic contains quantities of neriodicals that would he ™rcugh
to light by a persistent call from the lihraries, All to00 rmany rmagaszines
are used for kindling becaudge the libraries have not asked for tliem,

This Commission i8 desirous of helping the librarieg ccllect these
gets--and to hregin without delay. The sets most useful in the srall library
are the Outlook. Harperis wagazine,’orldts work or Feview of reviews,Took-—
ran,Scientific Averican and the World of today, The last 10 or 15 vears

f these alone would go far towards aking a good working reference col—
lection, If to %these could he added volumes of the Atlantic,Century,Scrih-
neris megezine, lcClursis, Forum,North American review,Critic,Current liter-
ature,Popular sclence monthly,and even Munsey and the Cosmopolitan,a splen—
4id hasis for reference work will have been established.

Libraries should rabitually collect %the standard rererence periodi-
cals from those who do not care for thew longer. Such as are not reeded
to £ill out the lihrary set may be sent to the Comuission by freight at
our expense, Lists of missines numbers and volumes desired by libraries
should he sent to the Comuission from time to time.,and magazines sent to
libraries will bhe forwarded at their expense, Our nmagazine clearing lLouse
work is just beginning,and it is intended to be a hielp to all Nehraska li-
braries, The libraries can thus help themselves and each other,

It 18 not essentlal that nagazines be bhound in order to he useful,
though it is much tetter that they he bournki,as use unfits unbound nunmbers
for subsequent binding, There are good temvorary hinders to bhe Lad for
little money,and a durable permanent library hinding can be »ut on the av—
erage sized magazine for 50 to 75 cents a volume, The indexes to magazirnes
are as followsg:— Poole’s ahridgement 1600-1899,#12;the same 1900-1904 §¢&;
Readeris guide 19C0-1904 315, A lirrary needs the first mentioned and one
of' the other two,with a current subscription for the monthly cuwmulative
issues of the index chosen,subscription costing 3 a year.

X0 library should longer delay the accurwlation of a working collection
of periodicals, Cet all the magazines you canikeep on getting them,and
send the Commission thiase you do not need, Correspondence with reference
to this gubject will be welcomed by the Commission. .

Respectfully,

Fdna D, Bullock,Sectvy.



