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Over the past couple months you 
have no doubt read or heard about 
the proliferation of fake news sites.  
The surge of discussion about fake 
news surrounds accusations that 
fake news swayed the U.S. presiden-
tial election, and a study done by the 
Stanford History Education Group 
which found that a shocking number 
of young people ranging from middle 
school to college possess ineffective 
media literacy skills.  
 
Even while the prevalence of fake 
news and low levels of media literacy 
is disheartening it cannot be that 
surprising to those of us who rou-
tinely navigate the sea of information 
for a multitude of audiences. We see 
the varying levels of comfort and 
knowledge using devices, searching 
online databases, browsing the inter-
net, even finding print resources.  
 
Popular conversation is now focusing 

on the importance of access to relia-

ble information as well as media and 

information literacy. This recent cov-

erage gives each of us an opening to 

offer tips, tricks, and education for 

the communities we serve and to 

partner with other literacy advo-

cates. Below are articles and re-

sources for librarians seeking to in-

clude more information and media 

literacy in library activities:  

From one-shot sessions to embedded 
librarian: Lessons learned over seven 
years of successful faculty-librarian 
collaboration by Brian T. Sullivan 
and Karen L. Porter 

False, Misleading, Clickbait-y, and/

or Satirical “News” Sources by Melis-

sa Zimdars 

Fake News Libguide created by Indi-

ana University East Library staff 

Fighting Fake News: How libraries 

can lead the way on media literacy by 

Marcus Banks 

Information Literacy: Unlocking the 
framework by Karen Muller 

In the war on fake news, school li-
brarians have a huge role to play by 
Kaitlyn Tiffany 

Fake news prompts Oakland librar-
ies to offer free New York Times sub-
scriptions by Lisa Fernandez 

THE FAKE NEWS EPIDEMIC  

Article by Anneka Ramirez 

https://ed.stanford.edu/news/stanford-researchers-find-students-have-trouble-judging-credibility-information-online
http://www.pewinternet.org/2016/12/07/information-overload/
http://crln.acrl.org/content/77/1/34.full
http://crln.acrl.org/content/77/1/34.full
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10eA5-mCZLSS4MQY5QGb5ewC3VAL6pLkT53V_81ZyitM/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10eA5-mCZLSS4MQY5QGb5ewC3VAL6pLkT53V_81ZyitM/preview
http://iue.libguides.com/c.php?g=595482&p=4120560
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/12/27/fighting-fake-news/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/11/01/information-literacy-framework/
http://www.theverge.com/2016/11/16/13637294/school-libraries-information-literacy-fake-news-election-2016
http://www.theverge.com/2016/11/16/13637294/school-libraries-information-literacy-fake-news-election-2016
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Fake-News-Prompts-Oakland-Libraries-to-Offer-Free-New-York-Times-Subscriptions-406323445.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Fake-News-Prompts-Oakland-Libraries-to-Offer-Free-New-York-Times-Subscriptions-406323445.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Fake-News-Prompts-Oakland-Libraries-to-Offer-Free-New-York-Times-Subscriptions-406323445.html
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GETTING TO KNOW……. 

Name: Lacey Bittner  

Library and position: Director at Fullerton Public Library  

Favorite quotation about books or reading: I’m a Dr. Seuss nut and this is 

one of my favorites! “The more that you read, the more things you will 

know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”  

What’s your favorite book of all time? Hmmm, that is a hard one because 

I have so many favorites! But I would have to say Wuthering Heights, it 

has been my favorite and really stood out to me since I read it in high 

school.  

Do you judge a book by its cover? I would have to say that initially I do! A 

good cover really pulls you in and makes you pick it up.  

What is your idea of a perfect holiday vacation? I’m a homebody and easy 

to please… a perfect holiday vacation for me is curled up by my fireplace 

with a good book!  

Black Elk Speaks by John G. Neihardt is the story of the Oglala 
Lakota visionary and healer Nicholas Black Elk and his people. 
John G. Neihardt was named Nebraska’s first Poet Laureate in 
1921 by the Nebraska legislature. For more information about 
Black Elk Speaks and John G. Neihardt check out the NLC’s blog 
post.  
 
If you want to take part in One Book One Nebraska for 2017, the 
TRaiLS office will have a book kit of fifteen copies available begin-
ning on January 16th! So be sure to keep your eyes on our Libib 
page.   

Black Elk Speaks is 

chosen as 2017 One 

Book One Nebraska!  

Check out  the 

NCompass Bien-

nial Report to 

read about the 

activities of the 

Nebraska Li-

brary Commis-

sion over the 

last two years.  

http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2016/11/01/black-elk-speaks-chosen-2017-one-book-one-nebraska/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2016/11/01/black-elk-speaks-chosen-2017-one-book-one-nebraska/
https://trails.libib.com/
https://trails.libib.com/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/publications/archives/ncom/bien20142016/NCompassBiennialReport2016Web.pdf
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/publications/archives/ncom/bien20142016/NCompassBiennialReport2016Web.pdf


 

3 

We are pleased to announce that Bailey Halbur, Assistant Director at the Baright 

Public Library (Ralston), has been selected to begin as 

a System Peer Coordinator for Three Rivers Library System. She will be serving 

the counties of Douglas, Sarpy, and Cass. We are excited to have Bailey join us in 

promoting shared learning and collaboration in TRaiLS.  

  

To learn more about the System Peer Coordinator service model visit http://

libraries.ne.gov/trls/system-peer-coordinator/ 

System Peer Coordinator for Douglas, Sarpy, and Cass 

 

The goal of the Nebraska 150 

Reading Challenge is to 

draw attention to the best 

literature produced from 

Nebraska and to highlight 

the varied cultures, histori-

cal time periods, and loca-

tions that are featured in the 

selected books. Download 

the Nebraska 150 Reading 

Challenge Entry Form!  

Don’t forget to submit the 

completed lists by February 

28th! 

AT THE TRAILS OFFICE  

In 2016 the Three Rivers Library System awarded 10 scholarships to our system 

members for a total amount awarded of $3,580. To read about the experiences click 

the their names below.  

 

Continuing education scholarships are available to attend state, regional, and nation-

wide conferences and events. These scholarships are available to any director, media 

specialist, staff member, or trustee at libraries in the TRaiLS service area. To see the 

available scholarships and download the TRaiLS Scholarship Application go to our 

website.  

ALA Annual Conference 2016  

 Mary Jo Mack  

 

NLA/NSLA Conference 2016 

 Jennifer Norton  

 Nancy Black  

 Jennifer Praest  

 Katie Hollmann  

 Tammi Thiem  

 

ARSL Conference  

 Bailey Halbur  

GAME: Gaming As Meaningful Edu-

cation Conference  

 Jennifer Goss  

 

What’s New in Young Adult Litera-

ture Conference  

 Erica Rose  

 Cathy McMahon  

 

 

Did You Know?  

The 2017 Library Improve-

ment Grants, funded by the 

Institute of Museum and Li-

brary Services (IMLS) from 

Library Services and Technolo-

gy Act (LSTA)  grant monies, 

are now available. To apply to 

go the NLC  Grant Application 

Form.  Deadline is January 

24th!  

TRaiLS Scholarships  

visit http:/libraries.ne.gov/trls/system-peer-coordinator/
visit http:/libraries.ne.gov/trls/system-peer-coordinator/
http://nebraska150books.org/get-involved/the-nebraska-150-reading-challenge.html
http://nebraska150books.org/get-involved/the-nebraska-150-reading-challenge.html
http://nebraska150books.org/get-involved/the-nebraska-150-reading-challenge.html
http://libraries.ne.gov/trls/calendar-2/scholarship-opportunities/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2016/12/06/library-improvement-grants-now-available-for-2017/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2016/12/06/library-improvement-grants-now-available-for-2017/
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UPCOMING BASIC SKILLS COURSE AND REGISTRATION DATES 

Class Dates:  Class Title:  Registration 

Dates:  

* Required class 

National Science Fiction Day  
 2 January 2017 
 
SELS  Strategic Planning 
Workshop  
Syracuse Public Library  
 12 January 2017 
 1:00pm—4:00pm  
 
A.A. Milne’s Birthday  
 18 January 2017 
 
Webinar Watch Party—ALA 
Webinar Workshop: How to 
Respond to a Security Incident 
at Your Library  
North Bend Public Library  
 19 January 2017  
 1:30pm—3:30pm  
 
TRLS Strategic Planning 
Workshop  
Lied Randolph Public Library  
 24 January 2017  
 10:00am—1:00pm  
 
Summer Reading Workshop  
Sump Memorial Library in 
Papillion  
 27 January 2017  
 10:00am—1:00pm  
 
Take Your Child to the Library 
Day  
 4 February 2017 
 
Valentine’s Day  
 14 February 2017 
 
Summer Reading Workshop  
Lifelong Learning Center in 
Norfolk  
 3 March 2017  
 10:00am-1:00pm  
 
 
 

 

Graphic novels have become a really 

popular genre in libraries but unfor-

tunately some educators and parents 

aren’t as supportive of their youth 

reading graphic novels as they are 

about general fiction. But if you’re 

interested in expanding your graphic 

novel collection, you can check out 

the blog post from ALA’s Association 

for Library Service to Children about 

graphic novels. The Knowledge Quest 

blog post discusses the truth about 

graphic novels as well how to choose 

the right graphic novels for your col-

lection.   

They have three lists of popular 

graphic novels, broken up by age lev-

el as well as a list of award winning 

graphic novels.  

Hopefully this article can shed some 

light on graphic novels and help ex-

plain why graphic novels can be so 

important to your collection.  

1/9 - 1/20 Communication* 12/5/16 - 12/29/16 

1/23 - 2/3 Library Technology 
 

12/19/16 - 1/12/17 

2/6 - 2/17 Customer Service* 
 

1/3 - 1/26 

2/27 - 3/10 Library Governance 1/30 - 2/16 

3/20 - 4/14 Organization of Materials* 2/17 - 3/9 

4/10 - 4/21 Readers' Advisory 3/13 - 3/30 

4/24 - 5/5 Intellectual Freedom and the Core 
Values of Librarianship* 

3/27 - 4/13 

Book Riot is having their third annual reading chal-

lenge. We thought it would be a fun way to jazz up 

your reading lists. Book Riot has 24 challenges from 

“read a book published between 1900 and 1950” to 

“read a banned book” and it might be a fun way to 

read something outside of your normal genre.  Can 

you get through all 24 challenges for the upcoming 

new year? Click the logo to the left to find out!  

BOOK RIOT’S 2017 READ HARDER CHALLENGE 

http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/thats-not-real-book-collections-include-graphic-novels/
http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/thats-not-real-book-collections-include-graphic-novels/
http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/thats-not-real-book-collections-include-graphic-novels/
http://bookriot.com/2016/12/15/book-riots-2017-read-harder-challenge/
http://bookriot.com/2016/12/15/book-riots-2017-read-harder-challenge/
http://bookriot.com/2016/12/15/book-riots-2017-read-harder-challenge/


 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

  

Math Club in the Library 

Article by Staci Sandman 

The Albion Public Library hosted two sessions of Crazy 8s Math Club this fall. Grades K-2 
met on Tuesdays and grades 3-5 met on Wednesdays for 8 weeks. The lessons were basic 
for K-2 and a bit tougher for the older group. The idea behind this group is that MATH 
CAN BE FUN! I have never been great at Math and it made me think about kids that may 
struggle to understand these concepts as well. 

Crazy 8s introduces Math in a way that gets kids out of their seats. One of the themes was 
“Flying Marshmallows.” The kids built a catapult out of spoons, rubber bands and popsicle 
sticks and then got to fling their marshmallows as far as possible. Since it was “math,” they 
also measured distances and changed their catapult as needed. And, they ate a few marsh-
mallows too! 

Another exciting lesson was “Glow-in-the-Dark Geometry” where the kids built shapes out 
of glow sticks... In the dark! They had a few challenges, like making a repeating pattern of 
the same shape... Squares and triangles were easy... Hexagons were frustrating! They also 
spent a lot of time making houses and monsters for some added fun! 

Highlights included: a 5th-grader proving me wrong on many occasions... And several 
students saying they learned to enjoy math... So did I! Also, we had a few lessons that had 
to be redesigned... But, it was a huge hit and I would do it again! 

In her 25 years of employment, Lenaya Callies has worked in 

several different capacities for the City of Norfolk. Hired as a 

police officer, she has worked in records in the Police Divi-

sion and is currently a paralegal in the City Attorney's office. 

City Attorney Clint Schukei nominated Callies writing that 

in addition to her paralegal work, for the last seven years she 

has also assisted the Norfolk Public Library by selecting and 

delivering books to up to 60 patrons who are not able to 

travel to the library because of health conditions. 

Have you submitted your 

proposal to Big Talk 

From Small Libraries? 

The deadline is January 

13th 2017! http://

nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/

bigtalk/call-for-

speakers/ The online 

conference will be held 

February 24th!  

Crazy 8s is a recreational afterschool math club that helps kids enjoy the math behind their 

favorite activities. To see more information about this program check out the website.   

Norfolk Public Library Employee and Volunteer 

recipients of city’s Employee Excellence Award 

Marci Retzlaff works at the Norfolk Public Library as a Li-

brary Technician and also in Youth Services. She was nomi-

nated for the Employee Excellence Award by Library Director 

Jessica Chamberlain.  

 

"Marci produces high quality work, embraces change and has 

a positive attitude that enables her to work extremely well 

with her co-workers and the public," Chamberlain wrote as 

part of Retzlaff's nomination. She noted that some of the peo-

ple who grew up loving story time with Retzlaff as youngsters 

are now bringing their own children to story time.  

For more information see the Norfolk City News Press Release 

http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/bigtalk/call-for-speakers/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/bigtalk/call-for-speakers/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/bigtalk/call-for-speakers/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/bigtalk/call-for-speakers/
https://crazy8s.bedtimemath.org/home/what
http://www.ci.norfolk.ne.us/City_News.htm


 

Deb Wesh was recently hired as the new 

librarian at the Arlington Public Li-

brary.  Deb replaces Kay Stork, who is 

retiring after twenty years at the library.  

Deb was an elementary counselor for 

ten years in the Fremont Schools. To 

read more about Deb click here.  

LIBRARY NEWS 

Wakefield’s Christmas Cheer  

Wakefield Community School 

put up their Christmas board in 

the library. It is a bulletin board 

with QR codes for the answers to 

the Christmas jokes. They used 

QRstuff.com to generate the 

codes using the plain text to type 

in the answers. They copied the 

codes onto PowerPoint slides and 

added the joke question and the 

pictures, then printed the slides 

as handouts. 

Retirements and New Hires  

After fifteen years at the 

Plattsmouth Public Library, Evis 

Zamora retires on January 3rd. 

To read more about Evis’s fasci-

nating journey around the world 

and Plattsmouth, see the article at 

the Plattsmouth Journal. 

Let us know about retirements or new hires at your library by sending a picture and 50 words or less about the 

impact of those librarians to Chelsea at trls.assistant@gmail.com  

http://www.enterprisepub.com/news/arlington/meet-arlington-s-new-librarian/article_641eb3dc-ac2b-11e6-b7d3-03f79285c4a4.html
http://www.QRstuff.com
http://fremonttribune.com/cass-news/news/zamora-bids-bittersweet-farewell-to-plattsmouth-library/article_3ce27dbe-f696-5305-951e-7b4dcef18cd8.html
http://fremonttribune.com/cass-news/news/zamora-bids-bittersweet-farewell-to-plattsmouth-library/article_3ce27dbe-f696-5305-951e-7b4dcef18cd8.html
http://www.enterprisepub.com/news/arlington/meet-arlington-s-new-librarian/article_641eb3dc-ac2b-11e6-b7d3-03f79285c4a4.html
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Curious about different types 

of makerspaces? Check out 

the Making It Podcast! 

http://makingitpodcast.com/

episode-101-hot-news-library

-world 
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Games for Youth Book Groups 

Getting young people interested in a book discussion can be tricky sometimes. Here are a few 

fun games to try with your book group to liven up the discussion and engage all participants.  

Quickie Strategy: Story—Story  

For the story-story game, a small group of students     creates a silly story together. Players must say and   mimic 

three actions: they must take the last action the person before them said, make it their own, and pass along a 

new action. Fore example, if the last thing a  player said was “And I fell down,” the next player would take, 

make, and pass their actions: “And I fell down, and I found a rock, and I put it in my pocket.”  

- 75+ Reading Strategies: Boost Achievement and Build a Life-Long Love of Reading (K-3) by Danny Brassell. 

Check out this book from the TRaiLS Professional Collection.  

Flickr User Local Studies NSW Avid readers at Gosford Library December 1951 

Hollywood Bowl 

Cast a book as a movie. Pass around a bowl with folded slips of paper containing titles of recent book selections. 

Each member (or team of 2) draws a title and casts the movie. Take turns reading out everyone's choices. 

 

Variation: Using the current book only, have everyone write his/her casting choice. 

-Lit Lovers Games and Icebreakers  

Literary Snowballs 

Sounds silly, but it's lots of fun. Divide into 2 teams on either side of the room. Hand everyone an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper on 

which to write a question from the book. 

 

Crumple the sheets into “snowballs” and, at a signal, throw them across the room to the other team. The team who correctly 

answers the most snowballs correctly wins 

 

Scoring: 

2 points—to a team for each correct answer 

1 point— to the other team for each incorrect answer.  

-Lit Lovers Games and Icebreakers  

Want more ideas for your book group?  Check out the blog Life in the Library  by Denise Borck, Wil-

liam James Middle School Media Specialist (GA) 

http://makingitpodcast.com/episode-101-hot-news-library-world
http://makingitpodcast.com/episode-101-hot-news-library-world
http://makingitpodcast.com/episode-101-hot-news-library-world
https://trails.libib.com/i/professional-collection
https://www.flickr.com/photos/local_studies_nsw/
http://www.litlovers.com/run-a-book-club/games-a-icebreakers
http://www.litlovers.com/run-a-book-club/games-a-icebreakers
https://dborck.wordpress.com/tag/book-club/
http://makingitpodcast.com/episode-101-hot-news-library-world
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Submit news, articles, pictures, 

or resources for the newsletter 

to Chelsea at 

trls.assistant@gmail.com. 

Please feel free to email or call 

with suggestions and com-

ments for the newsletter or 

system. 

REVIEW CORNER  

Hanukkah Bear  

By Eric A. Kimmel  

Recommended for  Pre-K—2nd grade.  

Article by Lara Morrow, O’Neil.  

An old bear awakes in the middle of his 

wintertime slumber and is hungry. He 

follows his nose to Bubba Bryna’s home 

where a delicious smell is coming from 

her home. She is preparing to have a 

Hanukkah celebration at her home. The 

Rabbi is coming and she is busy making 

potato latkes for her guests. The bear 

smells the potato latkes and can’t resist 

knocking on her door. Bubba Bryna is 

98 years old and hearing/seeing  is quite 

a challenge for her. She opens the door 

thinking her guests have arrived. The 

bear comes in and Bubba thinks it’s the 

rabbi who is a big burly man anyway. 

Since she can’t see or hear the bear fol-

lows Bubba’s lead and helps Bubba light 

the menorah, plays dreidel, and finally 

eats. The bear is ready to go so Bubba 

sends him on his way wit ha scarf she 

has made for the rabbi. A little while 

later, the rabbi and Bubba’s friends 

show up and Bubba is confused. She 

figures out an imposter has been in her 

home. Thy figure out the imposter was a 

bear by the footprints he has left be-

hind. The rabbi and his friends make 

more potato latkes and celebrate Ha-

nukkah. Meanwhile, the old bear finds 

his burrow deep in the forest and settles 

down for a long slumber with the scarf 

Bubba made him snug around his neck. 

Young children will love this book! The 

big bear and the growling sounds he 

makes will keep them laughing through-

out the book. This is a cute story about 

Hanukkah and uses several terms that 

children should know about the holiday. 

Illustrations are charming and delight-

ful to young children’s eyes.  

The Animals’ Santa  

By Jan Brett  

Recommended for Pre-K—2nd grade.   

Article by Latricia Olson, Randolph  

Jan Brett has done it again.  The Ani-

mals’ Santa is a beautifully illustrated 

book that tells of Little Snow’s first 

Christmas Eve. None of the animals 

know who the animals’ Santa is, but 

they try to convince Little Snow, a 

snowshoe rabbit, of his existence by 

telling him of all the beautiful gifts 

they have found on Christmas morn-

ing. The creatures venture guesses as 

to who the animals’ Santa could be. 

Little Snow still doubts that there is 

an animals’ Santa. Big Snowshoe, 

Little Snow’s brother, designs a wind 

chime made of ice shards to alert 

everyone when Santa arrives. Alt-

hough the chimes ring out in the 

night, there are no footprints in the 

snow. As gifts begin to fall from the 

sky they look up and see the snowy 

owl flying overhead distributing gifts. 

Little Snow becomes a believer. 

While the story itself is charming, it 

is the richness of the illustrations that 

elevate the book to a Christmas clas-

sic. The quillwork borders and the 

sidebars showing details such as the 

elf lemming’s hard work constructing 

the gifts for the animals, make the 

book a visual feast that children will 

never tire of.   

http://www.janbrett.com/bookstores/animals_santa_book.htm


 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceFtotaY4JSa7TzRnJO5kYtepeF1Vj1JL8COwJchhzNCmKzw/viewform?c=0&w=1


 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHR1MA9sPbsAj4ugESU8J-381Xe1SBj3UPwHmJkaoFlpXU9w/viewform?c=0&w=1


 

SUMMER READING PROGRAM MANUAL INFORMATION  

2017 CSLP Webinar Dates:  

Children’s Program Manual – Tuesday, January 10, 2017 
There will be two identical sessions offered. 

Session 1:  11:00 a.m. Central Standard Time 
Session 2:  1:00 p.m. Central Standard Time 

Early Literacy Program Manual 
Thursday, January 26, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time 

Teen Program Manual 
Thursday, February 2, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time 

 To register for these webinars, please visit the following web-
site: http://shopcslp.com/cslp/pages/webinars 

http://www.cslpreads.org/
http://shopcslp.com/cslp/pages/webinars


 


