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INTRODUCTION TO ANIMAL TRAILS

Life is always interesting but when movement is added to still life,
keener observation and more imagination is required., Signs to call attention
to the how and the why of the flying of squirrels, the jumping of rabbits, the
biting of wolves and the calling of all animals should furnish thoughts for
thgose who frequent these trails. In a summary of studies of children's free
choice of interests, the living animals came first,

Since all mammals have backbones, a list of all the vertebrates could be
made, Later these could be compared with the lower forms such as insects,
snails, clams and lobsters which have their skeletons on the outside,

The fact that all animels are porents and that they care for their young
will always be a matter for close observetion when marking a trail, The dif-
ferences in structure and use botween mammals and birds and reptiles* will
always furnish interesting quests for the trail labels, The birds reveal the
practice of the ideas of the modern human parent**, in that they do not carry
their young, nor show undue impatience in teaching and generally both father a:xd
mother share in feeding and protecting their offspring,

* Read introductory pages of Chapman's "Birds"
** Reed in a recent issue of the "Parent Magazine", the article on Birds es
Parents,
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F ‘f SEVEN FAMOUS WINTER SLEEPERS
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These animals hibernate but in warm climates many
mammals, reptiles and insects estivate in summer
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Fige XXVIII

fumbers L and 2 are squirrel eyes, Which one belorgs to red squirrel, active
in the day., Noes ( ).

Tails of Meumals
Noarbers 5 to 8 belong to squirrels, horses, deer mouse, meadow mice, and opposiii.
Whet is use of ezch?

Teet of Mammals

. lLiumbers 9 to 14 belong to horse, cow, squirrel, mole, cat and bat, Which one
could the barber use as a pattern for his "elipper"? " VWhich belong to which? Fow
used, The cat can draw in these claws,




These figures, (Fig, XXVIIiand Fig. XVIII,) could go on your master
animel signe These general questions could be put upon signs.

l, What animals chew their "cud"?

i (Giraffe, cow, antelope, deer, goats and camels) o

2. What animals, named, live alone and which in company?

(Cat and bear = alone; Goats, wolves, deers, and horses -
in company. )

3. Also a covered sign could hold pictures of the local animels with
a box to hold the list of those seen by the trailers.

4, With a pieture of § beaver, these questions and statements could be
posted. (If .there,should be a beaver trail, at its entrance
would be hAn opportune nlace fr it.)

"8e Yho was first memmal to build home above ground?
be Vho was first animal to throw bridge across a
iriver and remains yet the only mammnl (excluding
mon) capable of that feat?

A Beaver - A Supreme natural engineer,

The beaver practices conservation. An cexpert in flood control and ir-
rigation, a planter of trées and a friend to fish. Two beavers can foll a
three inch tree in threoe minutos. Wateh their orange colored teeth.

Can you tell which way the beaver meant for the tree to fall?

Do they know what kind of a dam is needed in a swift or a sluggish
river?

3. Whet part of his body and head does he use to carry, to pack mud, %o
signal danger or guide his logs? ,

4, Vhat kinds of trees do they prefer?
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Suprpose this ability to dam rivers, throw bridges, make roads and canals
could have improved with each generation of beaver, ther surely they would
~hsve challenged man os engineers, There are 400,000,000 beavers in the Unitaq

States,

A Gray Squirrel

Feed the gray squirrel and he'!ll not bother the birds and be your frinméd
forever. Who probably planted many of our forests? Now gray squirrels have
been driven to town and reforestation is left +o man.

A Ground Squirrel

Gaily painted with dots and stripes down his back - Vhat a whistle jusi
hefore he dives intorhis hole! Man killed too many hawks and owls, and *now
there ere too many ground squirrels to eat corn crops, Does man know how to

"Balance Nature"?
Rabbits

Do they have a voice? When? Notice their tracks when sitting and wheu
running,
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Chipmunks or Rock Squirrecls.

Does he hibernate? He believes in Scout rulc, "Be Prepared"., Find his
trocks. Notice what onimels leave o flat footed track,

Porcupine

A barbed teil proclaims his presence. Does he throw his quills? His
room 1is generally more prized than his campany.

Raccoon

Bobby Coon is flet footed like what lerge onimal? Does he wear o mesk?
Try cut his sense of smell, His doings for a dey would be intercsting sport,
Phet two animals "Dunk" their food?

Oppossum  (First strophonger)

For whot does he use his taoil? What foreign enimal cerry its young in
seme menner as this one American mammal? Twelve baby oppossums can nestle cn
one tablespoone

Bat

Tnis instructive problem cculd be put on o sign., If o bat catch one
fenele .codling moth every night from May 20, to July 1, inclusive, how mony
bushels of apples moy be saved, cllowing that each moth lay 50 eggs upon as
nony opples each day end that 200 opples make o bushel? (273) bushels)s Try
awakening o bat in winter by warming, then see if he slecps ageine

ACTIVITIES ALONG THE MAMMAL TRAIL

1. Animal trocks in mud can be east by pleecing ¢ heavy peper around the
‘rack, clipping the cdges of paper together. Then pour plester of peris mixed
Lo o consistency of thick oream upon the encesed tracks. Bring the negotive
prints or casts intc the nuseum or creoft room. Grease it thoroughly cnd press
1ightly into o paper plete conteining the creemy plaster of perise A hole cen
be mede in cest before it hordens so it ocon be hung on the wall and lobelled.*

2. Build & box home for grey squirrel, shoulder high end 4™ across.

3e Watch for animol heroese.

4, Build box treps ond coges for temporeary cotches for observetion and

exhibit zoo0se

5o Form pet clube

6. Heve o pet showse

7. Moke & clay zoo of ell animals on trail or ot home. Place then ir
pesteboard boxes with nctural hebitet srounde Cover of box can be made trens~
porent with cellophance

* For simple negative casts, parafin wox cen be melted cnd poured into
the tracks.



8+ Pick out one animal fomily as yours, ond write up its doings through
e scoson. Have this write-up placed on entrance bulletin board, in the museun
paper or in the cnimel column of the city poperss

9. Make map of trail loccting animnl homese

10, Chalk boxes cnd ciger boxes can be sawed out to leave only the frame,

bottom and tope Screen can be put on sides cnd ends end top fastened down
efter plecing your small enimel or insect inside, Thus these live specimens
con be fed and woatched.



