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2 OF NEBRASKA

Their work is done, their toil is o'er
These pioneers, for our trail they fell.

Let's lay a trail, with memories that tell,
We honor their names for evermore.
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The Historicel Troil - Signs and Activities

The historiccl trails of Nebraske will be so locally centered thet it
will be difficult to give type signs. Each towm, such cs Fells City and
Plattsmouth where historical trails are being plamned, will heve to delve
into the pest of their towne Former sites of towns, Indicn and pioneer
treils cnd comps end the location of the Oregon Trail will be marked. Stor-
ies of the undergrouad reilroad, of pioneer bravery rnd selt denicl will be
given on the signs t¢nd will pley an importent part in the programs givon on
these historicnl spets. Bird sanctuaries snd floral and animal treils nay
lecd out from tho mein historiecl treil. Fells City suggest some Incdian syme=
bolism end Plettsmouth the usc of Turtl: mound upon their signs. At McCook,
signs upon the "Hero Trees" of the flood erea will heve thrilling stories to
tell.

THE OLD OREGON TRAIL

Fige XXXIX

This map was made according to the knowledge securcd by Mre We Thcodore
Ocker, the artist oi this bulletin, from rcsearches made under the direction
of the State Historicel Societye. The Oregon Trail cntered Nebreoske ot the
boundery linc betwcen Gete cnd Jeiferson Counties, coming near to Hebron and
Leroy, then follcwing the south benks of the' Platte River ond out of the states
The Ash hollow crossing, Court House Rock, Mitchell Pass cnd Scottsbluff are
all spots mentioned in the "Mighty Migrotion" as the story of the Oregon Treoil
is told by Froncis Porkmon who joined these covered wegon emigrants end
traveled with them into the West,

It any Nebroske Neture Treils arc leid necr this noted historical highe-
way, it would be nost interesting to explore thesc trails end consult literature
such as the State Historical Society can give, ond possibly depict in peogeontry
sorie of the experiences of these pioneer travelers,
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"THE WORLD'S GREATEST TRAIL"

"Worn deep ond wide by the migration of 300 thousand people lined by
the graves of 20 thousand dead, witness of romence and treagedy, the Oregon
Trail is unique in history, ond will always be sacred to the memories of
the pionecrss Reaching the sumit of the Rockies upon an evenly distributed
grade of eight feet to the mile, following the water course of the River
Ploatte ond tributaries to within two miles of the summit of the South Pass,
through the Rocky Mountain barrier, descending to the tide waoters of the
Pacific, through the velleys of the Snoke ond the Columbia, the route of the
Oregon Troil points the way for o great National Highwaey from the Missouri
River to Puget Sound: A4 roadway of greetest commercicl importence, o high=
wey of military preparedness, & route for o lesting memorial to the pionecrs,
thus combining utility ond scntiment,"

Ezro Meeker



